From

Rock’n’Roll

A) The old Commie headquarters parties on.
By CHRISTOPHER EVANS

here's enough histary

here to build the Ham-

mer and Sickle Hall of

Fame and Muscum.

Charles Ruthenbers,

who was born and

raised on the West

Side, founded the Communist Party

USA. in 1919. He made headlines as

“The most arrested man in Ameriea’”

and is one of only three gt

‘buried in the Krem!

Gus Ih.lL Il P iy

fou presidential contender and

evipen ot i Orles of L, ths

‘Soviet Unions highest honor, owned &

gas station in Cleveland Heights
during the late Fiftics.

“This was one of the real strong-
holds of the early Communist Party”
notes Rick Nagin, who stepped down
as state party chair in 1998 to become
Cleveland City Councilman Nelson

The upshot of that move is that
today — for the firt time in its 83-year
history — the Communist Party of
Ohio does not have a physical presence
in a state so seminal to the fight for
warkers' rights that it was once known
5 “The Red State

“We really dont have a need for a
headquarters;” says Wallace Kaufman,
who replaced Nagin as state party
chait. “We're able to stay in touch with
e-mail and teleconferencing”

For three decades, the party has
operated aut of an appropriately red-
brick, three-story building at 4309
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Gene Burnworth and his fiance, Kristy
Jenkins, have turned the former head-

of the Communist Party of
Ohio into Pit Cleveland, a music vene.

Lorain Avenue. When Nagin closed his
office and the All Peoples Baok Store,
the only place in town where you could
buy the complete works of Marx and
Lenin, to move downtown four years
ago, the need for a headquarters went
with him.

“It appeared that we had this huge
publie presence, but what did it real
mean?” Nagin asks rhetorically. “We
had this enormous burden of taking
care of the building and renting out
space 10 tenants.”

b beRling lmd belonged to the
Hungarian-Am nging
-k L

bar and & two-lane bowling alley,
neither of which really fts the proletar-
fmage of thepaty

“We thought of using it as & youth
center, but then we got some tenants,
Nagin says. “There was a Pucrio Rican
social club, then a Palestinian guy had
a elubjrestaurant in there. For a while,
homeless people were running a job-
referral ageney on the first floor. That
was probably the most meaningful
‘social thing we did, but it fell apart”

Speak in Tongues, a radical arts and
music collective, moved in about eight
years ago. “They were a wild group of
anarchists,” says Nagin, and a good
reason to get out of the real estate
business.

“In the end, they trashed the place;”
Nagin says. "They pulled out wiring,
plumbing. It was horribl

It fell to Kaufiman, & painter by
trade, to maintain the building.

“It was too much for me;” Kaufman
says. “T'm 78, I'm retired. 1 live in
Geneva. It time somebody else takes
responsibility for the building”

Speak in Tongues got the boot at the
end of December, and in Janvary a
significant symbol of the working-class
struggle quietly cut its physical ties to
the capitalist system and disappe
from the urban landscape.

“1t's a real relief not having a build-
ing” says Nagin, who still serves. on the
state and national boards of the Com-
‘munist Party. “Now we can foc
time and energy on helping to build
the movement against the ultra-right,

bRl 22002 |

big-business Bush cabal”

¢ party prepared o close its
headquarters, it donated two van-loads
of books, pamphiets and Tmogials
including an oil portrait of Len
the George A. Meyers Cul!ncuon "
Frosthurg State University in
Maey e g o of the
founders of the labor movement in this
country;”says Nagin. “He was someane
who was really dear to us”

Meanwhile, the home of the former
‘Hungarian-American Singing Society
s once again a community entertain-
ment center.
worth, who bought the building for
§150,000, hus been a tenant there
since November 2000, operating a
music venue on the third foor called
Pit Cleveland. After Burnworth repairs
the damage done by Speak in Tongucs,
he plans to open the Pit Cleveland Cafee

the Pit Cleveland VIP Club on the
frst floor. He has rented out the Pit
Cleveland studio apartments on the
second floor, and turned the basement
into band rehearsal space.

“I wanna make everything nice and
neat and clean” Burnworth says. °A lot
of our business is kids from the sub-
urbs and their parents.” =

Burn-

Sunday Magazine staff writer Cris-
topher Evans shakes his moncymaker
to the revolutionary music of the Skunie-
tronics, his son’s band. He may be
reached at 216-999-6139 or through
magmail @ plaind.com
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Soundbites

BY JASON BRACELIN

Just past midnight on January 1, fireworks lit up 4311
Lorain Avenue. A similar scenario played out all across
town. But at the art/music collective Speak in
Tongues, things were different. The cherry bombs and
ladyfingers were lit inside the building, as the ill-tem-
pered thrash ensemble Nine Shocks Terror tore
through a set nearly as combustible as any firecracker.
It was a telling moment, as v\crv aspect n!ﬁpnak in
Tongues has always stoo \e norm.

It was also a sad moment. Leis than a half-hour
after Nine Shocks left the stage, the last of the 1,600
bands to play the space concluded a rushed set, put-
ting an end to the venue’s remarkable eight-year run.
Just a week earlier, on Christmas Eve, members of the
collective were abruptly notified that their building
had been sold and they had but seven days to vacate
the premises. Speak in Tongues was occupying the
commercial property without a lease, and the new
owner was required to give tenants only a three-day
natice before eviction. With little recourse, the mem-
bers were forced to cease operation of one of the most
hospitable, forward-thinking spots in town.

“You could call it your own. You could truly call the
space your own,” says Nine Shocks Terror bassist and
collective member Tony Erba. “You could say, T'm bring-

ing in my bands, Pm going to present this kind of music
and this kind of art to people,’ and be allowed to do it. It
was a falling-apart, messy, dirty, smelly place, but it was
ours, and it's got a reputation that's known worldwide.”

Speak in Tongues, which never charged more than
$5a show, was known for bringing in some of the most
challenging and influential experimental artists.

“I think, just by sheer word of mouth, ﬂpcnk in

sloppy s in not cleaning their room. I mean slappy as
in open underage drinking and drugs,” Burnworth
says. “It's been noted. You go down to the Second Dis-
trict, and there’s alist of times where they've been shut
for such things. T've sat in my window and watched

erally pulling out pills rmm his pocket and selling it
r-gm on the street. I'm not housing that. 'm not going

Tongues' reputation
musicians really flourished,” says Dave Segal, mnnag
ing editor of Alternative Press, who performed at
Speak in Tongues as DJ Veins. “When nobody else in
the city gave a damn, you could count on Speak in
Tongues to book the real obscure, great artists. A lot of
these artists probably wouldm't play Cleveland unless
there wasa club like Speak in Tongues. You had Tomas
Brinkman of Germany citing the club as ane of his
favorite places to play in the warld.

i

1's just reckless behavior, oblivi-
it LT you can smell is human
feces and urine. 1t’s a frickin’ hole. I'm going to clean it
up and do something good with it.”

As Burnworth suggests, not everyone mournss.
Speakin Tongues’ ouster.

" says Matthew T,
an indie filmmaker and longtime Speak in Tongues
member.: Jere Was some staf

and therewas  lot of attachment to the building icself

“You got the sense at Speak in itwasn't
really about the money at all, As much as any place in
the eity, it was purely about artistic merit.”

With cash ruling the music busine kin
Tongues’ eschewing profit was unique and necessary.
In the end, though, the very chaos it embraced led to
its downfall. Tts building was bought by Gene Burn-
wrml\ owner of the metal club Pit Cleveland on the
building’s third floor. Burnwrth had no taste for the
bedlam at Speak in Tonguesthe plans on turning the
space into rehearsal rooms. |

1 have nothing against ang of those kids. I get along
with them all fine, but they'rél Whupp, and I don't mean

clevescena.com

to me that's coming out of this, T
think, {3 the realization that the building was justa
physical space, but the idealism of Speak in Tongues
and the collective goes beyond a physical building.

Indeed, as it hunts for a new home, the collective
plans on sponsoring shows at other venues in addi-
tion to keeping its website and phone number in
operation. As Dave P, one of the founders, put it from
the stage on closing night, “You can take the person
out of Speak in Tongues, h t you can't take Speak in
Tongues out of the person.”
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locals anly

RIP, SIT

The Speak In Tongues collective:
evicted but unbowed.

Collectively run mgﬁfdm’; Speak In Tongues closes abruptly

By Ryan Smith _
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